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How To Make Money Wth Your Hobby

MI1lions of people all over the world collect stanps as a hobby,
and the nunber is growi ng every day.

It is indeed an exciting and rewardi ng hobby, and it can also be
extrenmely profitable.

The price of stanps vary with supply and demand due to the nunber
of collectors increasing. The price of stanps is steadily rising,
as the supply of stanps dim nishes and nore people want to
acquire them

Most people start a collection for the pleasure and education
just like any other hobby, but this hobby offers a financial
reward as well, as collections experience a steady increase over
the years.

It is possible to start your own business if you are experienced,
and al ready have a good size collection. For information about
beconing a dealer, wite to the

American Stanp Deal er's Associ ati on
147 W42nd Street, New York, NY 10036.

HOW TO START:

Some people very early in life collect stanps, it often begins as
a gift of a small package of stanps given to a child, and the
child becones a collector for life. As the collection grows, sone
tool s becone essential:

* Stanp al bum
* Hi nges
* Magni fying gl ass and tongs

They can be obtained froma stationary store or your |ocal stanp
deal er.

You can find al bums at any price, starting fromabout $5.00 to
the nost expensive one at about $200. 00.

St anps Shoul d al ways be handl ed carefully, because the condition
is a very inportant factor to determne the price of resale
val ue.

The various grades of stanps are: mint, very fine, fine, good and
poor .

Speci men in outstanding condition often sell at many tines their
catal og value, which is the reason not to nishandl e any stanp,
whi ch could drastically reduce their val ue.

If you want to know if you have val uabl e stanps in your
collection and are really serious about persuing this hobby, you
can buy the Scot's Standard Postage Stanp catal og which lists
every stanp in the world. This is a three vol une encycl opedi a and
is the conplete reference. You can also consult it at your | ocal
library if you don't want to go into the expense for the tine
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bei ng.

To start your collection, ask everybody you know to save you
stanps they get fromdifferent countries, also go through old
letters and small boxes hidden in your attic, chances are that
you will be surprised to see how much you can find. O her cheap
sources of supply are flea markets and garage sales. Start
swappi ng when you have doubl es. There are many philatelic clubs
all over the country and it would be very advisable for a serious
collector to belong to one. This way you will becone educated in
this field and | earn everything you can before you spend nbney on
your collection. Stanmp clubs also provide their nmenbers with
possibilities to exchange and sell your stanps.

You shoul d al so read as nuch as you can about stanps by
subscribing to a philatelic magazi ne.

WHERE TO SELL YOUR STAMPS:

Stanps are like any other comodity, you can always go to a
deal er who will offer you the current whol esal e val ue of your
stanps, but you can do nuch better by selling to other stanp
coll ectors by advertising in nagazi nes and newspapers speciali zed
in stanp collecting.

Check several current issues of those magazines, it will enable
you to conpare the ads with what you have to offer.

If you want to buy stanps as an investnent, try to buy few
noder at el y expensive stanps a year. Always buy quality instead of
guantity, and diversify, do not invest heavily in a single area.

It is our opinion that stanp collecting is one of the best
ways--and safest--to keep up with inflation.
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